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SOME NEW BOOKS.

South Ameriesa In the Last Half Century.

A history of Braeil during the last fifty |
years is, of ocourse, procurable in Portu-
guese, and summaries of the records of the
other Bouth American republios for the
same period have been published in Spanish |
and also in French. So far as we know,
however, no book presenting a ocompre-
hensive review of the suhject has hitherto |
appeared in English, and it is, therefore,
a pronounced want which has been met
in the large octavo volume of nearly 700 |
pages, entitlod A Hiatory of Houth Amerfca, |
1854-1904, by CHARLES EDMOND AKERS (E. P.
Dutton & Co.), The author has beep for
some fourteen years a correspondent of
the London Times in South America, and
he tells us in a preface what, indeed, we are
prepared to hear—that tha prosecution of
journalistic work throughout that conti-
nent has brought home to him the need of
a ooncise history of the various South
American States since they attained in-
dependence from Spanish control, That |
part of their independent history, however,
which is concerned with events preceding the
middle of the nineteenth century is here
very briefly dealt with, and the bulk of the
work is allotted to the story of the last fifty
years. It must have been a very diffioult
task to collect from innumerable sources
the information here set forth, and we are |
happy to say that, so far as we have been
able to verify the facts, they are given with |
areditable accuracy. The author's dedue- |
tions from these facts are cautious and |
impartial, and they unquestionably assist
us to forecast the future of the countries
described.

A characteristic feature of the work
is the persistent effort to show how the
national character of the people of each
South American republic has aoquired
distinctive traits, the products of local
surroundings, modified by foreign im-
migration and the accompanying influence
of forms of civilization other than those |
of Spanish or Portuguese origin. We shall i
axemplify the usefulness of this book to |
journalists by glancing at what the author
has to say about such live subjects as the
unsettled dispute between Chile and Peru
concerning the districts of Tacna and Arica,
the Acre controversy between Bolivia and
Brazil, the relations betwean Chile and
Argentina, the secession of Panama [rom
Colombia, the troubled state of things in
Venezuela, the large and increasing Italian
element in the Argentine population, and
the important German <ettlementa in South-
ern Brazil, We shall ai=+ direct attention
for a moment to the author's concluding
ohapter, which embodies some general
remarks on the actual condition and the
prospects of SBouth America from an eco-
nomical as well as a political point of view,
We pass over the chapters which depict
the Spanish and Portuguese conquest of the
oontinent, the gradual development of the
latin ocolonies therein and their tardy,
fitful, but eventually successful struggle
for liberation, We would merely observe
that these chapters are models of conden-
sation,

It is well known that the war between
Chile and Peru which was declared on April
B, 1879, resulted in an overwhelming triumph
for the former Power, Tle Treaty of Anecn, |
signed on Oct. 20, 1883, ceded unconditionally i
to Chile the coast provinee of Tarapaca,
containing nitrate deposits of great value,
and provided that the provinces of Tacna
and Arica should remain in the possession
of Chile for the term of ten years, to be
reckoned from the ratification of tl.e treaty,
which took place on May 8, 1884. There
was subjoined a stipulation that, when the
term should have expired, the inhabitants
of the territory provisionally ooccupied
ahould decide by a plebiscite whether the
two provinces should remain definitely
under the sovereignty of Chile or revert to
Peru, the country in whose favor the decision
ghould be pronounced paying ten millions
of silver dollars to the other. This plebiscite
ghould have taken place in 1894, but Peru
was then in such an anarchic condition from
internal complications that it was im-
possible to open negotiations for it,

For the last ten years every attempt at
a satisfactory agreement has proved abor-
tive. Peru not unnaturally distrusts the
intentions of Chile, and believea she is de-
termined to remain in possession of the |
provinces, The actual situation is thLat the i
Peruvian legation hLas been withdrawn |
from Santiago and that for the time being ,
no effort is making to bring about an under-
standing. It will be remembered that
Bolivia had taken part in the war on Peru s
side; indeed, the pretext for the contest was
the Chilean occupation of the Bollvian coast
provinee of Atacama, which lies immediatel y
south of Tarapaca. By the truce between
Chile and Bolivia, cigned on April 4, 1884,
the latter power ceded to the former tlLe
ocoast provinece of Atacama and agreed that
merchandise entered at the port of Arica
for consumption in Bolivia should be sub-
ject to the duties in force under the Chilean
tariff pending the payment of a war in-
demnity by Bolivia. The truce by which
hostilities were terminated was sxpected
te be fallowed by a formal treaty of peace,
but this has not yei been negoliated, and
the long standing confroversy respeoting
its terms has now reacl.ed an acute stage.

Mr. Akers points out that the outcome
of the struggle brought about by the in-
trigues of Yern in Holivia, and by Chili's
desire to extend her coast territory north-
ward was & complete reversal of the ex. |
pectations with which South America
generally had viewed the approach of the
conflict in 1879. “The strength of Chili
by land and sca was then unknown, and
hardly even suspected, by the two countries
which dared her to go to war or lose all
the privileges she claimed for Chilean capi-
tal and labor in the Atacama district, The
autcome of the comflict left Peru in a cons
dition of economic collapse and financial
ruin, in regard both to public resources
apd to private enterprines, and Bolivia,
Josing her maritime territory, became
isolated in the interior of Bouth America,
Chile, on her part, enlarged her dominion,
and obtained control of districta that offered
an immediate rich return to compensate
her for her sacrifices, and provided a per-
manept outlet for capital and industry
which assured greatadditional wealth to her
people.” Bhe also won recognition as the
paramount military and naval Power on
the west coast of South America.
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In a chapter on Bolivia attention is di-
rected to the two principal factors in the
political situation of that republic. The
first is the numerical weakness of the white
element of the population. It is the office.
seeking proolivity of this section of the
inhabitants that most frequently leads to
disturbances. Wa should furtber note
that whan one or other of the political
partics obtains control it is seldom that
anything short of actual ferce can again
bring the opposition into power. Practi-
cally every eclection for the Presidency
and the National Congress is a farce, and
official influence is exercised so unstintedly
to sssure the return of Government oan-
didates that no peaceab's political com-
bination can securs a majority at the polls.
Hence a revolutionary outbreak is ine

hence, too, the governing element has

variably the rroduct of discontent, and

become an oligarchy, sometimes repre-
sented by so-called Conservatives, as was
the case before the uprising of 1808, and at
others by an equally restricted circle of
Liberals, as at present. The second promi-
nent force by Mr. Akers in
the political life of the republic is the Indian
and half-caste, or Cholo, population. It
appears that so far as regular participa-
tion in public affairs is concerned, the In-
dians and Cholos show no desire to exer-

‘eln the privileges to'which they are en-

titled under the Copstitution; but when any
question affecting lands and other prop-
erty arises care is meeded to avert serious
disturbances on the part of the colored
element. The low standard of intelligence
among this portion of the inhabitants
does not permit them to discriminate in
regard to the legal propriety of measures
dealing with landed property, In their

| ayes, long realdence on any section of the

national territory constitutes a olaim to
ownership with which the Government has
no right to interfere, and their great n
merical superiority often oconstrains
Government to view this feeling with in-
dulgence. We are told that apart from
questions relating to land ooccupsnay, the
Bolivian Indians are docile when treated
with ordinary justice,

Not only is ncoess to Bolivia difficult
and tedious, but even when the oountry is
reached there is everywhere a lack of
moilern methods of rt. Roads for
wheel traffic do not exist, except in very
few places, and then only for limited dis~
tances; passengers and freight are oarried
on mule back. It is the diffioulty of com-
munication throughout the ocountry thas
makes its political organization eo in-
secure, A district revolting agaiost the
Government can be assured of ample time
to organize s rebellion before the authorities
are able to send troops thither. Permanent
political tranquillity cannot be expected
untll the problem of transportation be-
tween the principal centres of population
is solved. It is not generally known that
Bolivia has four capftals. The official seat
of government alternates between La Paz,
Sucre, Oruro and Cochabamba, and the
Congress is convoked sometimes at ane
an ! sometimes at another of these places,
with the result that Governmeat offices
have to be moved and archives tranaferred
at great expense and risk. Only a few
years ago a mule train oonveying Im-
portant documente and officlal records
was swept away when croasing & swollen
ford and a large amount of invaluable
Government property waa lrretrievably
lost. Bucre is generally regarded as the
political headquarters of the Government,
but the Constitution obliges Congress to
ho!d sessions at all of the four places named.
While Suore is central and has a suitable
climate, it is so isolatei that the journey
thither ocoupies a week by horse ar mule
from the nearest railway. La Pas Is the
commercial capital and is fairly easy of
access, From time to time the expediency
of making it the permanent centre of govs
ermment is agitated, but hitherto local
intereits have prevented the change.

In the frontier district known as Acre
the possibility of a conflict between Bolivia
and Brazil had long been recognized. The
majority of the inhabitants are Bresilians,
yet, with the exception of an insignificant
tract, the territory had been aoknowlsdged
to belong to Bolivia by boundary treaties
between the two countriee. The inhabi-
tants, however, objected to the establish-
ment of Bolivian authority, sad this feeling
led to the prociamation of Acre as an inde-
pendent State, a step followed in 1900 by
the despateh of troops under Gen. Velesco
to overthrow the new pepublic and instsll
Bolivian officials, Early in 1801 Velesco
reported that his mission had been success-
ful, and the dispute has since been settled
amicably by mutual concessions embodied
in a treaty defining the boundary, signed
in November, 1003.
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The prolonged boundary contest between
Chile and Argentina, which, happily, is now
settled, will be found discussed in the sixth
chapter. The dividing line between these
two countries had been & subject of diplo-
matic negotiation for several years, when a
protocol, signed in 1884, laid down the
principal that the frontier should be fixed
where “the highest peaks of the Andean
ranges divide the watershed.” This word-
ing gave riee to misunderstand The
Argentine representatives insisted that the
line should run *from high peak to high
peak,” while the Chileans contended that

the term “highest peak® referred only to |

the highest point ip the watershed. The
origin of the dispute lay in the fact that the
assumption of the framers of the treaty
was that the Andean chain ran north and
south in one pompact and massive range of
mountains and not in parallel and distinct
ridges, as happens to be the case. In view
of the failure of the boundary commissioners
to agree, the matter was referved to their
respective goevernments, and in 1886 angry
recriminations were indulged in by both
pationglities, Chile was accused of taking
an aggressive attitude, and the Argentine
authorities became thoroughly alarmed at
the turn of affairs.

The Buenos Ayres Cabinet finally decided
to request the Argenting Con to con-
vene in secret session at whith the Execy-
tive could explain the gra\ity of the com-
plication, The explanation was that the
Chilean Government threstened war unless
its demands should be complled with,
and Congress was further informed that the
national administration was advised that
Chile was preparing for war. It was pointed
out that Argentina lacked reserves of arms
and ammunition. The excitement in Con-
gress was intense when these disclosures
were made, and the outcome was an appro-
priation of fifty million gold dollars for de-
fensive purposes. An arrangement was
made however, by which boundary com-
missioners should endeavor to fix the divid-
ing line, and the general {mpression was
that for three years following the strained
relations of 1806 the Argentine and
Chilsan repreeentatives were on amicable
terms. In July, 1808, however, & con-
troversy arose in oconnection with the
delimitation of the district known as the
Puno de Atacama, and the commissioners
announced that they could not agree. The
Chi.ean representative claimed the whole of
the district on the ground that it was ooou-
pied by Chileans. In [tself the territory
was of small value, some borax deposits
and some deposits of minerals comprising
the whole of the visible wealth, but the policy
of Chile was not to give way in any direction
where territorial expansion was conoerned.
The Argentine Government was oconvinoed
that it had right on its side, and in Buenos
Ayres the territory had come to be re-
garded as Argentine, although there had
been at one time some doubt as to whether
Bolivia might not lay claim to a portion of
it. A treaty, however, had been made with
the Bolivian Government determining the
partition of the Puno de Atacama, so far
as the portion on the Atlantio slope of the
Andes was concerned, and it was to the part
allotted to Argeatina by this agreament
that Chile objected. Bo hot waxed the dis-
pute that in August, 1808, the relations be-
tween Chile and Argentina became critical,
and war appeared likely. Both sides
pushed forward preparations for hostilities
apd toward the end of August an ultime-
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turn was delivered by the Chilean Govern-
ment demanding arbitration. The Argen-
tine administration at frst hesitated, but
finally the demand was complled with
and war was averted.

Mr, Akers recites the conditions which
were at this time formulated. They were
such that no further trouble ought to have
been possible. The agreement provided
for the submisaion of the Puno de Atacama
dispute to a commission of arbitration
presided over by the United States Minister
at Buenos Ayres, Chile and Argentina,
each having & representative on the board.
At the same time, the two republics agreed

arrangements, an uneasy f still pre-
valled that hostilities mjght still break
out, and peither State made any pretenoe
of military and naval preparations.
Orders previously given for arms, szmuni-

§

the Puno de Atacame
was submitted to the commission

Just.
There was muoh opposition on both sides
to the propased line, for it cut off Argentine
protensions in some directions and Chilean
in others; but Mr, Buchanan found a simple
way out of the difoulty by suggesting
that a separate vote should be taken on
each section of the line. Where a section
as proposed was adverse to Chile the
Argentine eommissioner voted for it, and
Mr. Buchanan by siding with him pro-
duced a majority against the Chilean rep-
resentative. Where the oonditions were

point and both Governments acocepted the
award.

At the end of 1001 the arbitration tri-
bunal in London practioally finished the
inveatigation of the southern boundary
between Chile and Argentina, but the final
accommodation of the dispute was oot
reached without considerable difficulty and
excitement, In both Argentina and Chile
the feeling geined ground that exoeption
would be taken to the award and lead to
the finding being rejected, thanks to the
exaggerated value attached by rumor to
the sections of territory claimed by esch
oountry. Thus the latent jealousy between
the two natioralities was raised to fever
heat, and the undemstanding arrived at in
1899 for yestricting purchases of additionsl
armaments was forgotten. Both govemn-
ments renewed warlike preparations on so
extensive a scale that throughout Decem-
ber, 1901, a rupture of diplomatic relatious
was daily a1 ticipated. At this junoture rep-
resentatives of the principal British in.
terests in both republice appealed to the
Foreign Office to use its infiuence to bring
about an amicable solution of the irapend-
ing quarrel. In response to this appeal
energetic action was taken,and Sir Thomas
Hokiich was sent to inspect the disputed
territory. He reached Buenos Ayres in
Felruary, 1002, Argectina and Chile being
meanwhile warned that, if hostlle prepara-
tions were not suspended, Kir g Edward VIL
would refuse to take any further part in the
adjustment of the questions then under

consideration by the arbitration tribunal |

in London. It was left to the British Minis-
ters in Buenos Ayres and Ear tiago to impress
on the representative governments the dis-
astrous effect that his Ma jesty’'s withdrawal
from the function of arbitrator would pro-
duoe on Argentine and Chilean credit. In
the end President Roca of Argentina, though
bhe was obliged to yield to Lhile on ocertain
points, did so in a manner that left the
Argentires small cause for complaint, and
only made such eonocessions as were neoes-
sary to assure the use of British influence
at Santiago to Jower extreme Chilean pre-
1e.sioLs and facilitate an equitable settle-
ment. A treaty by whioh the parties bourd
themselves to reetrict armaments was
sigued in June, 1902, and immeciately rat-
fied, and when, some months later, the
award of the arbilretion tribuual was
made public it was accepted unreservedly
by both goveruments,

Rt
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In the chapter on Colombia the author |

recalls that in 1000 the question of the
construction of the Panama Canal waa taken
up actively by the United Btates Govern-
ment. The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, which
had been a stumbling blook, was abrogated
in 1001 and a new agreement reached with
the British Government, by which the
United States were to construct an inter-
oosanie canal. The next step was the
negotistion of treaties with Colombia,
Nicaragua and Oosta Rica for the right
to build 8 waterway, and treaties to that
effect were duly signed and subsequently
ratified by Nicaragus and Costs Rioa,
but a similar convention was rejected by
Colombia. It was understood that Colom-
bia could have been propitisted by an
increased money indemnity, but an intima-
tion to that end savored too much of black-
mail to meet with consideration in Wash-
ington. The wrongheadedness, therefore,
of the Colombian Congress threatened
to deprive the inbabitanta of the Isthmus
of Panama of the immense benefit antici-
pated from the construction of the canal
and to transfer it to Nicaragus and Costa
Rica. Here was the opportunity of the
Liberal epposition, which had long been
trying to overthrow by foroe on the Isthmus
the Conservative Government headed by
President Marroquin. For three years
the revolutionary leaders had been preach-
ing the doctrine that Bogota's resistance
to & canal treaty would provea death blow
to Panama, and his preaching bore fruit
when the treaty was rejected in 1908. The
people of Panama, incited by the conspicu-
oug opponents of the Marroquin Adminis-

and by foreigners interested in the
Isthmus, announced the secession of the
State of Panama from the Colombian Con-
federation, and proclaimed it as an inde-
pendent republic in November, 1908. Our
author’s comment on what followed s this:
*The new Btate was recognised immedi-
ately by the United States Government
and aid was lent by American warships
to prevent the landing of a Colombian force
to suppress the revolt. By this help the
insurgents for the moment gained their
ohject and obtained a territory within
which they could not only establish an in-
dependent government, but aleo secure a
place for the organization of future action
rgainst the Bogota Administration. As for
the United States, they have doubtless re-

moved an obstacle to the Panama poute
for the canal, but in the manner of doing s
they have aroused hostility and suspiclon
throughout every section of Latin Americs.®

v.

The history of Venesnela during the last
six years can be outlined in a few sen-
tences. It is well known that Gen. Castro,
who had been oconspiouous in the revolt
against President Andrade, was, after the
puocess of the rebellion, elected Chlef

much difficulty.
1808-99 had brought many financial and
economic affictions in their train, no-
tably widespread distress after the resto-
ration of peace. The fall in the price of
coffee, the staple ezport from Venemuela,
tended to scoentuate the general depres-
sion. Under the conditions, it was not
surprising that the Caracas Exchequer
was without funds to meet the publio obli-
getions, and that the end of the nineteenth
century found Venesuela in the position
of a Government defauiting on both the
internal and the oxternal public debts.
In Febpuary, 1802, Gen. Castro was again

of foreign residents had
in the revolutionary outbresks which bhad
recently oocurred, and claims for ocom-
pensation were preferred agalnst the Gov.
ernment, Those demands recelving no
consideration, even when they were
preased by the diplomstio representatives
of foreign Powers, Great Britain, Ger-
many and Italy determined to resort to
foroe for the purposa of seocuring a just
sottlement for their subjects. Toward
the end of 1003 the three Powers named
established a blockade of La Guayra (the
port of Camcas), and eeised the Custom
Houee, announcing that they would re.
main in possesion until sufficlent funds
had been collected to satisfy their claims.
Through the mediation of the United
States a protoool was signed en Feb,
13, 1903, by which the parties agreed
to refer the dispute to The Hague Tri-
bunal, and the conditions of the compect
were set forth in & treaty on May 7 of the
eame year. Under this agreement, not
only the bleckading Powers, but all other
natignalities were entitled to claim rep-
aration for damages suffered. On Feb,
23, 1904, the award of The Hague
Tribunal was given, and, while admitting
the claims of all oreditor nationalities,
it established a precedent in international
law in thata preferential right to the 30
per cent, of the customs dues set aside
was allowed to the three Powers which
had taken active steps to enforce pay-
ment, Only after their claims were satis.
fied could other nations participate. It is
obvious that this decision will tend to
encourage the forcible coercion of weak
debtor countries.

VL

Five chapters of the book before usare al-
lotted to the Argentine Republic. From
almost every point of view it is unquestion-
ably the most important, actually and pros-
pectively, of the Spanish speaking come«
monwealths In Bouth Amerioa, though
whether, for the moment, il possesses
more military and naval strength that does
Chile may be doubted. The area of Ar-
gentina is 1,313,000 square miles, and the
population, by the census of 1805, was 8,054,~
000. It is believed that at present there are
at least 5,000,000 inhabitants. A fertile
soll and kindly olimate offer inducement for
expansion to ten times the present number.
It is oertain that in twenty-six years the
population was more than doubled. In
1859 the number of inhabitants was re-
murned at 1,837,000, and by 1882 the figure
had risen 0 2,042,000, Botween that date,
however, and 1895 the eensus showed an
ingrease of only 1,000,000. The economie
crisis in 1800 was responsible for the ex-
odus of many settlers who had come with
the intention of making homes in the coun-
try. During the forty yesrs following
1857 the pumber of immigrants was 1,507,-
000. Large additions have been made
durhcthohnuvum.lndmnov
making. Mr. Akers testifies that the racial
features of the Argentinss are changing to a
certain extent with the influx of foreign
blood. Of foreign residents Italiana are
numerically the strongest. They are em-
ployed as laborers on rallways, in agri-
oulture, and wherever manual toil is needed.
In retail trade also and in miner indus-
trial undertakings they are conspicuous,
Next in numerical strength is the Span-
ish colony, computed at 250,000. The
Spanish immigrants are engaged in all
kinds of industrial and commercial oocu.
pations, and form a thrifty, orderly and
sound element in the population. It seems
that after the Carlist wars many Basques
emigrated to the River Plata, and a large
proportion of them and their descendants
are now rich and influential. The French
colony comprises some 70,000 persons, prin-
cipally engaged in wholesale or retall traffio
or as employees and servanta. There are
likewise 25000 Germans oconnected with

mmercial undertakings, while British sub-
jects, although only 36,000 in number, play
an important part in the community, as

tions and customa are destined to
in the future throughout this section of

BSouth Amerjca. The result of the inflow
from Southern Eurcpe may be to Jeave the |
impress of Italian or Fremch ocivilization |
more apparent in the Argentine character |
than the traits of the S8panish original stock,
but none the less will the characteristie
feaures of the people be Latin,

Mr, Akers does not fail to lay due stress
ton the extent of the change which during
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farmer pald attention,
the tallow and skins exported being only
by-products. A radioal jmprovement, how-
ever, was made in the quality of the stock
between 1830 and 1890, and in the year last
named the expediency of exporting mutton
began to ecoupy publio attention. Thenoce-
forth, the exportation of frozen mutton

y
A aocourate return of the number of
bhorned oattle in Argentina has not been

millions is accepted in the Akers book.
This caloulation {s based on the number
of hides exported and the relative number
of animals shipped abroad or slaughtered
for the Salaceros, frozen meat and butoher-
ing establishments. That the increase in
the berds has been large of late years has
been proved by the additional areas of lands
recently stooked. A great expanse of
natural pasturage is still unoocupied, and
the grasing onpacity of the settled districta

§

.has been inoreased by the sowing of alfalfa.

In Argentina, previously to 1830, value was
phcar:pon horned ocattle only in con-
nection with the Saladero establishments,
where the meat was converted into fasnjo
(Jerked beel),or for the hides and horns.
The idea of nelling Argentine beef in Europe
had not yet penetrsted to the River Plate,
but between 1880 and 1888 Durham and
Hereford bulls were imported, and the
breed of cattlewas thus signally improved.
Soop thereafter owners of herds began to
think seriously of exporting Argentine
cattle for European oconsumption. In 1830
the firet trial shipment of live cattle to
Europe was made, but the result was not
encouraging, as the animals had not baen
well selected. The Argentine exporters,
however, persisted in their attempt to place
live stock in foreign markets, and cargo
aftar cargo was until in 1808
the trade became established. From 1805
to 1080 the annual export of beeve: ex-
oeeded 180,000 animals, valued at £2,000,000.

Mr, Akers knows of no element in the
economio situation of Argentina that de-
serves greater attention than primary and
secondary education, As a matter of fact,
however, no subject arouses less general
interest. During the administration, in-
deed, of President SBarmiento, from 1868
to 1874, the initiative of the Lxecutive was
condudive to a liberal policy in regard to
publio imstruction. Many grants in aid
of educational establishments, especially
primary schools, were made by the national
sdministration, and teachers were im-
ported to inculoate advanced methods.
The provincial and municipal authorities
also were enocouraged to established an
official system, and for a time it seemed
that SBarmiento's ideas were firmly rooted
in the oountry. BSubsequent Presidents
however showed no interest in public edu-
cation, and gradually the movement started
by Sarmiento died away, Oocasionally
some agitation is set afoot for more ade-
quate schools, but hitherto only small sup-
port has been accorded to such efforta.
of the Minister of Publio
to give a more practical

y educated. "A smattering
subjects s taught; sound knowl-
ledge of any one is the exception, It is
not that pupils are deficient in intelligence,
but rather that teachers are lacking in
axperienoe and ability. Nor can any other
result be expected under existing oir-
oumstances. The payment of wsohool
officials Is inadequate, and frequently
salaries are months in arrears, while lack
of discipline in primary, secondary and
higher education is oconspiouous. Pro-
visions for the orderly exerdise of suthority
in oolleges and schools are most defective.
Not long ago regulations were made at
the University of Buenos Ayres for the
purpose of restricting the practios of smok-
ing. By way of protest against these the
whole body of students refused to attend
any classes.

VIL

The five chapters assigned to Braxil
oontain a great dea] of needed informa-
tion in regard to that country, which
is, of the American Commonwealth next
to the United States, is the largest in
area and in population. Brasil, which
ocompriess 8,200,000 square miles, was
credited by the census of 1890 with a
total population of 14,385,000. The in.
habitants were thus classificd: whites,
5,000,000, half breeds, of Indian, negro and
white blood, 6,600,000; Indians, 600,000 and
negroes, 3,500,000, There is evidently a
mistake in one or the other of these com-
putations, for the aggregate of the classified
population is 15,400,000. The larger figure
approaches much more nearly the esti-
mate made this year, which was 18,000,000,
The whites are made up of descendants of
Portug u~se eettlers, of foreign immigrants
from Portugal, Italy ard Germany and their
dwoendants, ard of & few Bouth Ameri-
cans from other parte of the continent.
It seome that at present the color line be-
twnen them ard negroos is not gharply
& awn, In spite of the fact that slavery
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the coffee planters and other emplo
of labor had awakened to the fact that
migration must be enoouraged if the
producing industries were to be
tained, The result of their represenia
tions was that the imperial authorities
organized a propagands in Burope for the
purpose of demonstreting the advantages
offered by Brazll for settlement, After
the suppresalon of slavery in 1887, the de-
mand for laborers increased , and
both Italians and Portuguese in large
numbers. Good wages were earned by
the immigrants, and the heavily tazed
lower classes in Italy were eager to migrate
to the coffee plantations of Sao Paulo and

part, prefer the cities, gain s lveli-
hood as servants, as employees in shops,
as boatmen and as artisans. The Italians
principally benefited by the free paassges
to Brazil accorded by the Govermment,
80 that by 1892 the pumber of them in the
country was reported by the Italisn Lega-~
tion at Rio Janelro to exceed one million.
How far these incomers will become as~
similated to the native Brasilians ourauthor
deems it not yet possible to say. At pres-
ent the majority remit their wages to their
homes in Italy, do not intermarry largely
with their Portuguese-speaking neighbors,
and seldom form binding social ties. Oo-
casionally they buy plots of land, and
{n such instances become fixed residents
of Brazil; byt cases of the kind are not com~
mon,

The book before us does not {all to recog-
nize the important part which the German
pettlements in the southern section of the
country seem destined to play in Braszil's
national life. At Porto Alegre and else-
where in the province of Rio Grande do Sul
the number of German residents exceeds
§0,000, and the provinoes of Santa Catharina
and Parana also contain colonies which
are all strong enough to retain their own
manners and traditions, and show thus far
little inclination to discard them. During
the revolutionary period (1883-08) these
settlers held aloof from the struggle be-
tween the revolutionists and the reaction-
ists, and maintained the striotest neu-
trality. Even to local politios they evinoed
indifference. So profound was this apathy
that in the larger (erman settlemsnts,
armed guards were maintained by the
residents for their protection against
marauding attempts on thelr property,
and neither Government nor revolutionary
trooplwmpermlmdw-nmt.helrmﬁ-
tory. The Germans in Brazl are agrioul-
turists and cattle owners, and, although
few among them have acquired wealth,
most are in & fairly prosperous condition.
Those Cerman oolonies, however, which
were formed by Dom Pedro I1. at Petropolis,
Novo Fribugo and in neighboring dis-
tricts, ocoupy land which is poor and broken
by rugged mountain ranges. Consequently,
they only make a bare living by growing
vegetables, fruit and other minor agrioul-
tural products, and their progress is slow
compared to that of their fellow oountry-
men in Rio Grande do Bul and Santa Catha-
rina, 8o far as the Portuguess immigrants
are concerned, Mr, Akers says that they
become so intimately assoclated with
Brazilians as practically to lose their na-
tional identity. ‘They intermarry with thelr
Brazilian neighbors, and expreas no inten-
tion of returning to Europe, except for an

7

1]

they do not care to forego, unless for direot
compensation in the shape of official em-
ployment. As a rule, they are thrifty and
{ndustrious, and form a valuable addition
to the labor supply.

We observe, finally, that in Brasil, asin
Argentina, the dominant pote of the ma-
tional character comes from the Latin
stock which colonized South America.
Ciroumstances have modified Braczilian
ideas in many respeots, but not to the ex-
tent of altering the fundamental princi-
ples underlying and governing action and
lines of thought, Our author is convinoed
that in order to permit & satisfactory evo-
Jution of Brasilian character, education
must be placed on a different footing from
that which it oocupies at present, Under
the existing system it is not compulsory,
Public instruction, so far as the primary
and secondary stagee are conocerned, is under
the control of provincial and municipal
authorities, over whom the federal admin.
jstration exercises mo jurisdiotion. The
higher education, on the other hand, is in
the hands of the central government. The
establishmenta devoted to this end com-
prise two medjcal schools, four law calleges,
four military schools, one naval school and
a school of mines, Thelir aggregate nume
ber of students is 3,000. There is also a
Lyoceum of Arts and Trades, with acoommo-
dation for 2,600 pupils, and five special
schools, with facilities for 600 students.
The inadequacy of the cducational sys-
tem, viewed as & whole, was demonstrated
in 1889, when the officlal returne showed
only 1,500 publio and private schools, at-
tended by 300,000 pupils. In the following
year no fewer than 8,305,000 persons were
returned as unable to read or write, and
sinoe then the number of illiterates has in-
oreased. Under such ciroumstances it
is not surprising that the majority of the
inhabitants are wrapped In superstition
and make no advance toward a higher civili-
sation.

Eoconomio progress in Brasil bas been re-
tarded by the financial difficulties of the
Federal Government, resulting from the
reckless waste of the national resourves
in order to combat revolutionary out-
breaks and to satisfy the demands of the
corrupt clique which surrounded the Presi-
dency from 1880 to 1804. The depreciation
of the currency, due to the mismanagement
of the national finances, not only ruined

of income, but reduced the earnings of
employees and laborers. To the effect of
the reduced purchasing power of the in-
oconvertible notes was added the burden
of heavy extra taxation, Henoce wide.
spread poverty among all classes of Braxil-
jans and a temporary check of economio
evolution, An auspicious reaction has be-
gun, but has not yet counterbalanced the
result of former errors, .The lack ‘of ade-
quate means of communication is still felt
severely in Bragil, for the length of rail-
ways open for public servioe is only 9,000
miles, though the country is only 300,000
square miles smaller than the United States,
The limited facilities for transport hinder
development in every direction, and to this
cause i di'a the faot that the interior of the
country remains to this day uepopulated
and almost unknown,

VL.

In his thirty-fourth and final chapter the
author sums up the conclusions to which
he has been led by his long residence in
South America. Glancing back over the
half century covered by this volume the

historian sees bloodshed everywhere, no
matier whether the country under review
is Brasil, Uruguay or Paraguay.
The first three ave torn and bieedin
internal dissensions, while Paraguay still
mourns for the victims in her unequal
invaders vastly superior
in pumbers and resources. Our author
hesitates to assert that BSouth Am(nripu.
viewed aaa whole, has yet definitely emorged
from o state of things that in the course of
the last fifty years, out-darkened the worst
md&omuuh the Old World,
ralsed by investigation intc
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is whether most of them have much, if at all,
profited by the outoome of their hard fought
battle for independence.

It {s mot for a moment disputed in these
pages that “the feeling against a continy-
anoce of Spanish dominion bad many sound
reasons to justify its existenoe; but the
oolonists were Spaniards after they gained
their freedom, and Bpaniab character was
then, and is now, the dominant factor in
their national life, It is to this fact that
politioal turmoil, revolution, elvil war and
(] calanities can be traced. For this
even the region of the River Plate
made such tardy eoonomio progress,
spite of magnificent natural advantages.'
Mr. Akers soes some aigns, however, that the
of the Spanish character is elowly
its banaful grip upon the continent
After a oentury of unrest, the truth is being
degrees brought home to the Bouth
American peoples that there is something
more satisfactory than a condition of affairs
where the hand of every man is against Lis
peighbor. “The old spirit is not yet elimi.
pated; but it is nearing its end,and to Ar-

belongs the credit of having pre.
pared its funeral dirge. The leeson that
fresdom does not mean anarchy has taken
Jong' to learn, but every year it is better
understood.” Our author's observaticns
have convinoed him that, if these Rout),
American republios would suppress their
military establishments and rid themeelves
of the armaments they have oollected
hlnqulllllty would be insured. The posses.
sion of great stores of war materials i~ a
temptation to try conclusions with one's
neighbors. We are assured, however, that,
even in this respect, improvement is notice-
able. There is less disposition nowadavs
in South America to rush into a quarrel than
there used to be. All that is needed to
oconsolidate peaocs is the adequate adminis-
tration of justios throughout these com-
monwealths, protection for civil rights
and a more liberal system of public educa-
tion. No great statesmanship, no extraor-
dinary effort, no huge expenditure of
money {s necessary to achieve these re-
swita. Honest administrations, supported
by the good will of the inhabitants, is all
that is required to place these countries
on a sound basia.

Our author closes byurging his Furopean
readers to pay close attention to River Plata
affairs, and especially to the reiations of
Brazil and Argentina. Two substantial
reasone are given for watching develop-
ments in these republios. The first is that
the temperate regions of South America
provide an outlet for the surplus population
of Italy, Spain, Portuga! and France. The
Anglo-8axon has a choloe of British colonies
to which to emigrate, and there aleo the
German finds conditions suited to his tastes.
The United States provide a further fleld
for the nationslities belonging to the Teu-
tonic stock. In the ocase of the Latin

the situation is different. It is
preeminently in South America that the
surrop. accord with their traditional
oustoms. For the Spaniard and the Por-
there is the incentive of the identity
of language, while for the Italian the
linguistic difference is easily overcome. The
River Plata republios are so essentlally Latin
in their character that they form the nat-
ural bourne for the inhabitants of Europe's
Latin countries who may be forced to leave
their homes in consequence of increasing
competition in the struggle for existence.
To the disinherited of Europe the common-
wealths of Argentina, Uruguay and southern
Brazil are havens of refuge. Under im-
proved economic oonditions they are
ocortain to become far more atrractive
than they now are to the inhabitanta of
overorowded European ocountries.

The second and decisive reason assigned
by Mr. Akers for watching with the keenest
interest the p! of the River Plata
countries and Brazil, is that South America
{s rapidly taking rank as ane of the principo
purveyors of food for European markets
Wheat, maize, coffee, beef and mutton
are received in comstantly increasing quan-
tities from this quarter, and a sudden ces-
sation of supplies would entail serious con-
sequences to those countries which have
become accustomed to depend wupon the
shipment of cereals, coffee and meat from
Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. It is not,
however, with the posaibility of decreass,
but with the probability of a substantial
incresee, of the supply of food staples that
Europe is most concerned. FEven now
Argentina and Uruguay export on an aver-
age to Europe 100,000,000 bushele of wheat
and 50,000,000 bushels of maize annuallv
This amount will be trebled in the next de-
cade, and that means cheap breadstuffs for

Europe.

Befare we take leave of this usefil book
we should mention that the author does not
expect that the opening of the Panama
Canal will exercise any great influence
on the trade of South America in the im-
mediate future No doubt the artificial
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continent; but the reduction in cost
not be sufficient at first to swell the
volume of trade to any great extent. As
regards passenger traffic, the canpal will
be a distinot gain, but the influence of more
frequent communichtion with the United
States and Europe is unlikely to ahow any
very marked results during the presen)
genersation. M. W H.

OIROUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.

A Case in Which It Would Have Told Against
sa [nnecent Man.
Frem the Nashville American.
*Several years ago I took 8 late train from
Boston to New York, " said a man (n business
in Kanses City. “In the morning I was awak-
ened earlier than usual by the porter, whe
sald that a robbery had been committed on
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the sleeper during the night and that all
the would have to get uﬁ. some
?'-: six o'no-hun‘r‘:d—do ‘L bills
m ng of a gentleman who oc
cupied & lntgtmldwongzur. Every
saction men ore he left Boston,
and been almost constantly
in it oertain that the person
‘vhoh. A the theft was still on
porter sald no one had been aboard
B‘i urnnrl. and that none of themn
., It to search every
ML man :‘b [ directly op:
”f the whe had robLed
ob . He in :no an nltf any
one -1!: was & man of
repu meantime some officers
board. oar and a little swearing
porter, who

the money
ot o] from

ene.
who had sed to
be od ﬂ. tz.‘ounmlm
Ph n inside the b?‘ |
. L oun
six one hndr:ﬂ-domr t wn’ mel?el)
a ooincidence t} it he should have the same

ameunt of y as the other ger
had ua‘i:. ox the J:.‘"’I .
llou'.‘tn ey (hat Gnder tive oircum-
oanc:‘ o:’:u ] y or gg elM.l lun':-
\ [ cum-
stantial evidencel” .
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